that astronomical observers will probably be able to make a definite decision as to whether or not any of the existing spiral nebulae In an attempt to leach one sample of its soluble salts he found that on pouring water on a few grams placed in a 50 cc. cylinder the substance swelled very rapidly, and over-night actually filled the cylinder to the top, making a semifluid slush. As I had never seen the like before, I undertook to investigate it. 
In 1912 Dr. George W. Shaw, then connected with the College of Agriculture of the University of California, was requested to visit the Hacienda Santa Lucia, in the neighborhood of the City of Mexico, in order to give advice for the reclamation of certain tracts of land which were supposed to be afflicted with 'alkali,' and which had resisted the usual methods for rendering them productive. Dr. Shaw brought back samples of the soils from these alkali spots, which were as usual depressed in the middle, but found in them no excessive amounts of carbonate of soda, and that the sulphate (Glaubers salt) was mainly present in fractions of one per cent, not enough to injure vegetation.
In an attempt to leach one sample of its soluble salts he found that on pouring water on a few grams placed in a 50 cc. cylinder the substance swelled very rapidly, and over-night actually filled the cylinder to the top, making a semifluid slush. As I had never seen the like before, I undertook to investigate it. 
